
DECEMBER MEETING: 
 

 

Wednesday, December 13th  
The Centre 
4325 NW 50  

 
Tech Session 11:00 

FORCE PROTECTION 
 

Lunch/Program 11:45 
Engineering Management 

Major General Jerry Holmes 

 
 
 

Volume 67, Number 3 http://ashraecok.org November 2006 

Official Newsletter of 
the  

Central Oklahoma 
Chapter of the 
ASHRAE, Inc. 

�� ���� ���� ���������� 		

����

�������	�
���
� �

 
Nov 29th BOG Meeting................... 11:30 
Dec 13th Chapter Meeting ............... 11:00 
 
 

 
Chapter Meeting Pictures.............................2  
Historical Committee ....................................3 
Scholarship ....................................................5 
Membership...................................................6 
Chapter Meeting Minutes.............................7 
MBO Review Meeting...................................8 
What is CRC?................................................9 
Student Activities.........................................10 
 
 

What’s Inside 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, December 13th  

Central Oklahoma Chapter 

President’s Message 
By Harry Rountree 

 

A GOOD MEETING AT BOLDT’S  
 

Not to worry !! 
There is always worry when the meeting location is 
changed. 
 
A good well advertised program topic usually assures a good “turn-out” 
But who cares what a LEED is?  WRONG again, everyone wanted to 
know. 
There was 23% more attendance than the previous meetings average. 
The meeting was very successful 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art Giesler, our Region 8 Director and Chairman, met with the Chapter’s  
committee chairs and Board of Governors. Art was very complimentary 
of the activities of the committees. Each committee chair reported on 
their progress toward accomplishing their MBO’s, Management By 
Objectives. 
 
And despite “standing room only” there was an obvious interest in the 
new terms “sustainability” and “LEED” design for building certification. 
Remember, the next meeting is back at the Centre on 50th Street  
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Central Oklahoma Chapter - ASHRAE 
Chapter Meeting 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Historical Committee 
  

German Chancellor helps start Central Oklahoma ASHRAE Chapter 
  
 

As Oklahoma approaches its 100th birthday, it is interesting to look back at not only our state 
history, but our industry history, including our chapter history.  (For a real treat, go to our 
chapter website www.ashraecok.org and click on “Chapter History”)  Although our Central 
Oklahoma chapter was the first to be established in this entire southwest region, being char-
tered in 1935, our story starts much earlier. 
 

In the beginning….would you believe that German Chancellor Otto von Bis-
mark (the powerful Chancellor of the German Empire from 1862-1890) had 
a part?  Bismark had made some promises to the southern German states to 
do certain things if they would join him in the war against France (Franco-
Prussian War 1870-71).   A young German man from Bavaria by the name of 
Franz Loeffler fought in the war on behalf of Germany.  But after the war 
was over, Franz and others spoke out against the mighty Bismark for not ful-
filling his promises.  Franz had to flee the country to avoid becoming a po-
litical prisoner.  He and his wife moved to the USA about 1880, settling in 
Chicago. 

 
Franz and his wife had four sons, but Franz died at the early age of 46 in 
1893, leaving the boys and their mother to fend for themselves.  Two of the 
four sons (Louis and Frank) in time learned the steam heating business.  
Louis, the older, worked at the Pullman Company helping install steam 
heating systems in the sleeping cars produced on the south side of Chicago.  
Later, both brothers worked with a sales company called Consolidated En-
gineering Co. selling steam specialty products for commercial buildings.  
Because the brothers were traveling in the Oklahoma, Kansas and Arkan-
sas area for their company, when the business closed its doors after the 
death of the owner, they came to Oklahoma City and started their own 
company, Federal Steam Specialties in 1918. 

 
Frank, the younger brother, had gone to engineering school at the U. of Illinois, and later in 
1914 become a member of an upstart engineering society called ASHVE (American Society of 
Heating & Ventilating Engineers, which began in 1895) before moving to Oklahoma.  Both 
brothers were excellent sales engineers, and found a ready market in the new state of Okla-
homa for both their knowledge of steam heating and their products.  In 1924, Frank started his 
own company which later became Loeffler-Greene Supply, leaving Louis to grow the original 
business.  (Louis, Sr. should not to be confused with Louis, Jr. who was just honored as 
“ASHRAE’s oldest active member” at 94 years old during our October, 2006, chapter meet-
ing.) Federal Steam Specialties became Federal Supply in 1935, then Federal Corporation in 
1954, its present name.                                                                                                         Cont. 

Franz Loeffler 
(approx. 1882) 

Otto von Bismark 
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Frank worked to bring ASHVE to Oklahoma, and in 1935 during the Great Depression was 
successful in gathering together a handful of fellow vendors, contractors and engineers and 
utility people to form a chapter.  The Oklahoma Chapter was chartered as the 18th chapter in 
the society.  As our history book states, Frank served as president for the first two years, then 
others followed.  The name of our society changed from ASHVE to ASHAE, then combined 
with ASRE to finally arrive at our present name, ASHRAE. (See the history section of our 
website for details.)  Other Loefflers followed later as officers in the chapter, including Frank, 
Jr., Louis Jr., and Alan Loeffler. 
 
As we look back at our chapter’s history, there seems to be lessons for us all.  Happenings in 
remote places with governments have their rippling effects around the world.  Our chapter has 
benefited from many emigrants (Cuba, India, Mexico and many other countries.)  Also, what 
you and I do matters.  Each of us should realize as we write “our own history” that our actions 
will affect others either for good or ill. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alan Loeffler 
Chapter Historical Committee Member  
 

Louis Loeffler Sr. 
(approx. 1924) 

1964 
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
CENTRAL OKLAHOMA  CHAPTER 

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF HEATING, VENTIALTING, AIR 
CONDITIONING AND REFRIGERATION ENGINEERS 

 
Scholarship awards to students demonstrating interest and excellence in the study of Heating, Ventilation, Air 
Conditioning and Refrigeration has been a dominant program of Central Oklahoma Chapter since 1965. 
 
Monies have been provided by the Chapter to award academic scholarships annually to two scholarship pro-
grams at Oklahoma State University. The programs were instituted by and exclusively maintained without in-
terruption by Central Oklahoma Chapter. One program, the Denham Memorial Scholarship, was started in 
1965, mainly through the effort of Bill Collins, and the other in 1990, the Chapter Memorial Scholarship. 
 
The University has maintained an HVAC&R academic department with professors exclusively dedicated to 
teaching and research in the HVAC&R field since the 1940s. This writer was a student in the program in 1949 
and 1950. 
 
The University has provided the names of the scholarship recipients each year based on academic achievement 
and individual initiative, Scholarships numbering 42 have been awarded from the Floyd R. Denham fund since 
1965.  The other, Memorial Fund, has awarded 17 recipients since 1990. 
 
Scholarships have also been awarded students of other local universities, when HVAC&R academic programs 
were established, and as long as a viable department was maintained. Students of Oklahoma University have 
been awarded 2 scholarships, Oklahoma State University Oklahoma City Branch has received 7 scholarships, 
and Oklahoma Christian University students have received 10 awards. 
 
The scholarship program has been influenced by the growth of ASHRAE research in recent years. Money 
raised for research by ASHRAE chapters and by industry participation has been phenomenal, increasing to 
large amounts of money. The research is accomplished by contract research organizations, many being univer-
sity engineering departments. Grants of money from the research fund are made to a group to conduct “hands-
on” experiments or procedures dictated by an ASHRAE technical committee, resulting in reports and data 
which are to be published to benefit ASHRAE members in their profession. 
 
Oklahoma State University has been one of the contract groups competing for the research grants to conduct 
the research. Professors, graduate assistants and students conducting the research are paid from the money 
grants which accompany the research contracts. This source of money has not gone un-noticed. 
 
The scholarship committee of Central Oklahoma Chapter considered the prospect of utilizing some scholar-
ship funds to more directly benefit ASHRAE research. The result has been that the Chapter Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund at Oklahoma State University was consolidated with additional available funds to raise the total to a 
sum sufficient to create a larger endowed fund at the University. The resulting endowment funds the WIL-
LIAM J, COLLINS GRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP. 
 
The endowed funds will generate predictable growing streams of income in perpetuity. The income will be 
used to support one or more graduate assistant (s) doing research leading to future ASHRAE research projects 
funded by ASHRAE or others. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
 
 
 

 
The Membership Committee for the Central Oklahoma Chapter has been formed and is active 
in seeking new members and retaining our existing members. One of the ways that we have as 
a group to encourage our members to pay their dues and remain active in our Chapter is to get 
them involved in Chapter Operations. All committees can use extra hands to do the work that 
needs to be done in order to have a successful organization. So, call Harry Rountree or the 
Chairman of any of the Committees and volunteer to serve. 
 
Another method is recognition of our members efforts not only in ASHRAE activities but in 
the HVAC business in general by submitting applications to ASHRAE for membership up-
grades or for special Honors and Awards. If you know of anyone in our Chapter that could fit 
in this category, feel free to bring his/her name up for recognition. 
 
During the last month we accomplished enough of our Chapter goals to reach the minimum 
PAR requirements for Society and be the first Chapter in Region VIII to reach that goal. 
 
Your attendance to the Chapter Meetings this year is going to save you significant dollars 
when you register for the Chapters Regional Conference scheduled for next April right here in 
Oklahoma City. Each meeting that you attend qualifies you for a 5% discount on your total 
registration fee and this includes your spouse. It is possible to get as much as 30% off, if you 
attend all six meetings before next April. This is a way to reward our faithful supporters and 
encourage our Membership to attend all the functions that our CRC Committee is busy arrang-
ing for us. 
 
See you at the next Chapter Meeting !! 
 
 
Tino Mendez 
Membership  
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Central Oklahoma Chapter - ASHRAE 
Chapter Meeting Minutes 

 
November 8, 2006 

 
 
The Central Oklahoma Chapter of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engi-
neers, Inc. convened its monthly meeting on Wednesday, November 8, 2006, at the Boldt Building, 101 West 
Hefner Road, Oklahoma City. Total attendance was 74. Seven guests, including Region VIII DRC Art Giesler, 
were among the attendees. 
 
Dennis Wells of GSB Architects presented the Technical Session. His discussion on sustainability was fo-
cused on the LEEDS process and its whole-building approach to sustainability. A Question and Answer period 
followed. One professional development hour was offered for this technical session. Technical Session atten-
dance was 41. 
 
Lunch was served at 12:00. President Harry Rountree called the meeting to order at 12:15 PM and welcomed 
attendees. Grant Flurry gave the invocation. Secretary Todd Lewis welcomed the guests. 
 
Ms. Theresa Lehman, Boldt Technical Services, spoke about Boldt projects that achieved LEED recognition. 
The Wisconsin River Valley Regional Office in Stephens Point, Wisconsin, a Boldt project that achieved Sil-
ver LEED certification, was discussed. Mr. Sam Johnson from Boldt discussed the construction of the Boldt 
building itself. Building features incorporated to assist in achieving LEED certification were highlighted. 
 
Past Presidents were recognized. In attendance were Harry Rountree, Jim Irwin, Alan Loeffler, Louis Loeffler, 
Tim Jones, Brad Binning, Rick Vermillion, Bruce Albertson, Shaun Sexton, Mike Lodes, Charles Crews, John 
Harrod, Bill Ferguson Jr., Tino Mendez, Bob Vermillion, Bill Ferguson Sr., and Glen Boyd. Their attendance 
and continued involvement is much appreciated. 
 
The AHR Expo will be in Dallas in January 2007. Everyone was reminded that Don Carter is organizing a 
one-day trip for Chapter members down to the show. The trip will include transportation to and from the 
show, food and refreshments on the bus, and entrance to the show. Contact Don for details. 
 
Tino Mendez provided details on the upcoming Building Security Seminar available at the Benham office 
(11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., November 14, 2006). He also reminded attendees that Chapter members can receive 
a discount towards the CRC by attending future Chapter meetings. Contact Tino for additional details. 
 
Art Giesler, the Region VIII Director and Regional Chair, spoke on ASHRAE, the upcoming CRC, and activi-
ties in the Region. He encouraged everyone to make plans to attend the Expo and meetings in January as well 
as the CRC. 
 
President Rountree adjourned the meeting at 1:10 p.m. The next Chapter meeting will be December 13 at the 
Centre, 4325 NW 50th, Oklahoma City. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Todd C. Lewis 
Secretary 
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Central Oklahoma Chapter - ASHRAE 
MBO Review with Art Giesler 

 
November 8, 2006 

 
The Officers and Committee Chairs for the Central Oklahoma Chapter of the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, Inc. met with Art Giesler, Region VIII DRC, on Wednesday, 
November 8, 2006, at the Boldt Building, 101 West Hefner Road, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
 
In attendance: 
Harry Rountree Aruna Abhayagoonawardhana  Todd Lewis 
Glen Boyd  Bob Carson  Brian Determan Alejandro Garcia 
John Harrod  Alan Loeffler  Louis Loeffler  Tino Mendez 
Shaun Sexton  Art Giesler 
 
President Harry Rountree called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM and welcomed Art Giesler. President Roun-
tree stated that the purpose of the meeting was to provide an update to Mr. Giesler on the status of everyone’s 
MBO. 
 
PAOE points were discussed and an update of the Chapter’s point total was provided. 

 
Persons with PAOE reporting responsibilities were encouraged to update their points as soon as possible. 
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CRC—Oklahoma City, Oklahoma—2007 
 
 
 
 

 
Have you heard that the Central Oklahoma Chapter is going to host the 2007 CRC? 
 
What is a CRC? 
 
Well, let me tell you what a CRC is to me. A CRC is a Chapter Regional Conference 
which is hosted by a Chapter of a particular Region each year for the purpose of con-
duct ASHRAE business. Host Chapters are normally in a rotation, allowing each Chap-
ter the opportunity to show off the local expertise, favorite projects, and Chapter pride 
to other professionals from the rest of the Region. 
 
You have talked a lot about a Region, but what makes up my Region? 
 
You should be proud to know that you live in Region VIII which is recognized by the 
rest of ASHRAE as one of the Premier Regions. Region VIII has (2) Chapters in Okla-
homa, (1) in Arkansas, (1) in Louisiana, (8) in Texas and (3) in Mexico for a total of 
15. Regional CRCs are attended by representatives from all 15 Chapters and their 
spouses. 
 
Now, you are probably wondering what goes on at a CRC. This year we have icebreaker activities planned on 
Thursday which include golf, skeet shooting and a welcome party highlighting life in our Great State. Friday 
begins with a general business meeting, followed by two technical sessions in the afternoon and a banquet that 
evening. Chapter workshops begin the morning on Saturday for Chapter leadership concurrent with two addi-
tional Technical Sessions. Noon on Saturday is the highlight for the Chapters when Chapter leaders are recog-
nized outstanding performance the proceeding year at the Awards Luncheon. If you have never been to a 
CRC, you will be amazed at the recognition your Region, Region VIII receives. A business meeting after the 
awards banquet concludes the regular business portion of the CRC when all motions brought forward are 
evaluated and recommendations made to ASHARE’s Members Council along with Region and Society nomi-
nation recommendations. 
 
This may all look like a lot of work, and let me assure you it is, but it is also a unique opportunity to make new 
friends, develop professional relationship within our Region and receive Professional Development Hours all 
in one place. Our Society guests, ASHRAE Society President Terry Townsend, President Elect Kent Peterson, 
Treasurer Bill Harrison (Arkansas Chapter) and Executive Assistant Carolyn Kettering will be here to answer 
you questions and suggestions about how to move ASHRAE forward as a global leader in the HVAC & R in-
dustry. Plan to attend the 2007 ASHRAE CRC, April 12th, 13th and 14th in downtown Oklahoma City to 
celebrate our industry and Oklahoma’s Centennial. 
 
Plans are being finalized and the Chapter website will be coming online in January to show a detailed sched-
ule of events, hotel arrangements, spouse activities, and meeting registration details. Mark you calendar now 
to make sure your schedule is clear for this truly unique opportunity. 
 
John L. Harrod 
CRC General Chair 
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Central Oklahoma Chapter - ASHRAE 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 
 

 
OSU ASHRAE student chapter meeting was held 16th of November 2006 at the OSU ATRC Vogt Room. 
ASHRAE meeting brought together students from the undergraduate and graduate levels, as well as faculty to 
enjoy a small gathering with dinner and a presentation about HVAC Controls.  Guest speaker was Mr. David 
Wighthouse, President of ABS Controls. 
 
During dinner, official business was handled.  First, the new Branch officers were introduced to everyone.  
These officers were recently elected into office, and will take their positions at the start of 2007. Second, a 
vote was called on whether to spend branch funds to restore the original ASHVE Charter that started the 
branch at Oklahoma A & M College in 1951.  This Charter has become worn over time and the student branch 
feels that it should be restored to proper condition for future students to see and enjoy. Third, the new T-Shirt 
design from the Student Branch T-shirt Design Contest was revealed.  The t-shirts were placed on sale for 
$17.50. The t-shirts are still on sale if any one would like to purchase one. Please contact Aruna for more in-
formation 
 
Mr. David Righthouse gave his presentation after the dinner. He started with a history of the controls industry, 
taking back to pneumatic controls, through the 70s and 80s with computer integration and finally the increase 
in technology recently which has brought about rapid increases in efficiency and technology alike.  He dis-
cussed protocols of different systems and the advantages of using an open protocol language.   He discussed 
how his company fits into the hierarchy of a construction project, typically being brought in under the me-
chanical engineer and how this is possibly going to change and the controls engineering will be a separate 
category, directly under the general contractor.  He then discussed the future of the controls industry and how 
wireless and intelligent sensors are in sight.  The future also brings about more integration with other building 
systems including security systems. 
After the presentation, the group was led on a tour of the penthouse of the Advanced Technology Research 
Center at Oklahoma State University.  The ATRC was built around 8 years ago, and the controls system de-
sign and construction was performed by ABS Controls, so it was of high interest to see the controls system in 
action. 
 
The meeting concluded around 9.00 pm. ASHRAE- Central Oklahoma Chapter would like to give special 
thanks to Mr. David Righthouse for his dedication to the HVAC industry and ASHRAE Central Oklahoma 
Chapter. Dinner was provided by ABS controls 

 
 
Aruna Abhayagoonawardhana 
President Elect & Student Activity Chairman 
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JOIN US FOR A ROAD TRIP  
 

2007 ASHRAE Winter Meeting 
DALLAS, TX   
 
Tuesday, January 30, 2007 
Leave from Norman  7:00 AM Return 9:00 PM 
 
 

COST: $50 per person which includes entrance to AHR  
EXPO, transportation, refreshments and box dinner 

 
 
 
 
Checks payable to: ASHRAE.  Indicate on check for AHR EXPO.   
 
Mail checks to Don Carter, 400 Sandpiper, Norman, OK  73071 
 
Registration Payment due by December 1, 2006. 
 
Register via sign up sheet or email Don Carter (dcarter@ou.edu) 
 
Will take registrations until January 1, 2007. 
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OFFICERS 
 
President Harry Rountree 949-1609 
Vice President Aruna 323-3813 
Secretary Todd Lewis 272-0388 
Treasurer Michael Albertson 440-2924 
 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 
Brad Ezell 478-5353 
Mark Furgason 948-1794 
Jason Keyes 948-3334  
Tom Determan 947-6626 
Grant Flurry 239-7320   
Jim Stengle 553-3680 

The Sou’Wester is published monthly by the Central Oklahoma Chapter 
of ASHRAE. Statements made in this publication are not expressions of 
the Society or of the chapter and may not be reproduced without special 
permission from the chapter. 

Central Oklahoma Chapter 
PO Box 18269 
Oklahoma City, OK 73154 

Technology for a Better Environment 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Attendance Jenny Haltom 528-7266 
Government Affairs Dean Myers 848-3683 
Historian Bob Vermillion 843-9788 
Membership Tino Mendez 478-5353     
Devotional Bert Akins 947-6664 
Refrigeration Bob Carson 632-6664 
Research Promotion Bob Vermillion  843-9788 
Roster Richard Marsh  737-3488 
Student Activities Aruna                                 734-2869 
Scholarship Bill Ferguson  528-7266 
Publicity Morris Lovett  553-3224 
Sou’Wester Alejandro Garcia  478-5353 
Special Events Joe Sanders 947-6502 
Webmaster Brian Determan 947-6626 
Technology Transfer Glen Boyd 848-3335 
Reception Jim Wolfe 842-3373 
CRC Delegate Jim Irwin 553-4904 
CRC Alternate Shaun Sexton 236-2030 

Are you on our email list? 
Comments?, Suggestions? 
Articles? 
alejandro.garcia@benham.com 
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