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Tech Session 11:00 

Clean Room Certification - 
Speaker by Siemens 

 
Lunch/Program 11:45 

FDA Validation of Facilities -  
Speaker by Siemens 
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Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 14th  

Central Oklahoma Chapter 

 
 

President’s Message 
By Harry Rountree 

 
 
 

 

The January chapter meeting created a lot of interest, the attendance was 
88 members and guests. This was the Chapter’s highest attendance for 
the year. The Tech session had 57 attendees, another record number. 
 
The subject for both meetings was “Wind Power”. I do not know what 
we expected, to generate the attendance. We have all seen windmills.. 
But these “suckers” are big. And over 200 feet tall to the propeller hub, 
with 200 feet propeller blades. 
 
Wind power is a perfect “sustainable” asset available for our use. No 
matter how much “wind” we tap into we can never diminish or reduce its 
source. Refer to the Sustainable article in this newsletter. 
 
The speaker for both the Tech session and the Program was Mike Sheriff 
PE, of OG&E, Project Manager for the construction of the Centennial 
Power field in Western Oklahoma. The project is in the finishing stages. 
The power that the field produces will feed into a power grid. 

 
Mr. Sheriff presented power outputs 
little understood, which were all the 
more impressive to HVAC types. 
 
Thank you Mr. Sheriff and OG&E for 
a very informative presentation!!! 
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Central Oklahoma Chapter - ASHRAE 
Chapter Meeting 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Historical Committee 
Harry Rountree, Professional Engineer 

 

Our present chapter President, Harry Rountree, is our guest in the history column this month.  
Most of us know that this is Harry’s second time around as president.  But Harry is also 
unique because his almost 60 years in ASHRAE bridges the time of our chapter’s founders un-
til today.  He knew most all the earliest members….and, like the Energizer Bunny, he is still 
going strong today.  We also honor another chapter president, B.H. Prasad (president in 
1992).  He wrote the following article on Harry in 1992 for the Sou’Wester. 
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The Roasting of Harry -- One of the enduring qualities of a good leader is to be able to laugh 
at himself.  Harry was “assisted” in doing this in the spring of 1983 at a chapter meeting when 
he was “roasted” by his friends. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Harry, we all love and appreciate you.  Thanks for setting such a 
high example as a true professional in our industry.  We all want 
to see a second Golden Gavel in your hands in April at our CRC 
here in OKC. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alan Loeffler 

Chapter Historical Committee Member  
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Lewis Wickline shares a Harry story. Note the 
picture and the caption on the wall behind 

Bud Miller makes his contribution 

Bill Collins “tells it 
straight” 

Bill Ferguson joins the others at the head table in 
comments on Harry 

Harry “the turkey” tries to 
defend himself Harry receives the Golden Gavel in 

1970 at the end of his first term as 
Chapter President.  Let’s make it 
Golden Gavel II for Harry this 

year!!!  



NEW  BUZZ  WORD: SUSTAINABILITY  
 
 
 

By Harry Rountree  
 
It is easy to talk about but hard to define. This new “thrust” in ASHRAE, sustainability, has 
many of us who are striving for PAOE points trying to understand what is a sustainability ac-
tivity that qualifies for POAE points, and then how do we enter the points into the point sys-
tem. 
 
After much research and a good bit of time thinking about the subject I have concluded that 
sustainability is nothing new. We understand energy conservation. Sustainability is conserva-
tion of energy, and all other natural resources that mankind “uses up”. Sustainability has to do 
with reducing or substituting for the use of depletable resources in all forms, including time, 
which when once spent is no longer available to you. 
 
ASHRAE did not discover sustainability. Consider global warming and the worldwide agree-
ments to reduce use of or even stop making materials and chemicals which cause irreversible 
destruction of resources essential to the survival of man. 
 
It is still happening. So, it is right and proper that ASHRAE expand its knowledge and influ-
ence into the conservation of the environment universal, as well as to natural resources. 
 
ASHRAE is developing programs and incentives, such as PAOE, to enlist members into the 
movement. The Presidential Award of Excellence is an ideal instrument to involve and excite 
members, How to earn and score PAOE points has not been fully developed, but will come. 
 
In the meantime, we will use what has been provided by ASHRAE. Past that, we will use our 
best judgment and score points consistent with known points and provide rationale for the 
points when questioned. 
 
ASHRAE has published that chapters may now receive the following points within the CTTC 
committee PAOE reporting structure. If you feel you have sustainability PAOE points to score, 
contact Glen Boyd.: 
 
1. 30 points for each chapter program and chapter sponsored seminar having a clearly identi-

fied sustainability theme. 
2. 20 points for each chapter lunch or dinner meeting conducted in accordance with sustain-

ability guidelines. 
3. 20 points for any chapter activity in the community that is sustainability oriented. 
4. 10 points for each chapter newsletter having an article on a sustainability topic. 

 
Cont. 
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Other activities which you feel qualify for sustainability points should be scored compared as 
best you can against the above activities. Possible examples are: 
 

· Car-pool to reduce individual’s time and expense. 
· Locate meetings in the center of the member’s proximity to reduce time and ex-

pense. 
· Conduct chapter operations with electronic communication and mailing for obvi-

ous reasons. 
· Use bus transportation to attend ASHRAE events. 
· Conduct chapter operations “paper-less” using computer files and directories 

 
For additional information and ideas regarding SUSTAINABILITY refer to THE GAME in 
the PAOE link referenced in the ASHRAE internet address. 
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MEMBERSHIP  
 
 
 
 

Our February meeting has been designated as a Membership Promotion Meeting. This is our 
last meeting before the CRC where we can make a difference in our Chapter growth in PAOE 
points. 
 
At this point in time, we are leading all U.S. Chapters in Region VIII on PAOE points. A host 
Chapter for the CRC has never received the Golden Gavel and no Chapter President has been 
awarded the Golden Gavel twice while serving the same Chapter. 
 
We have the opportunity to accomplish this as a Group if we can deliver superior performance 
across all categories. Membership is a key area in this contest and your help is needed in order 
to show a net increase in Membership before the CRC this year. 
 
Think about the people you work with or other people you come in contact with every busi-
ness day and ask yourself if those individuals would benefit by joining ASHRAE. We will 
have promotional materials and applications at the February meeting. Invite your friends to 
come to the meeting and join our Chapter. 
 
See you there !! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tino Mendez 
Membership 

���������		
� 7 
��
������
��
��

 
RESEARCH UPDATE 

 
To all of those who have given to RESEARCH , and  have noticed that the PAOE total in the 
computer has not changed, please don't worry. ASHRAE home office is under-staffed and has 
not up-dated the web page as they should, but their money will be included. 
 
 
Bobbie Vermillion 
Research Chairman 
 



Central Oklahoma Chapter - ASHRAE 
Chapter Meeting Minutes 

 
January 10, 2007 

 
The Central Oklahoma Chapter of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engi-
neers, Inc. convened its monthly meeting on Wednesday, January 10, 2007, at The Centre, 4325 NW 50th, 
Oklahoma City. Total attendance was 87. Eight guests were among the attendees. 
 
The Technical Session was a discussion on Wind Power. Michael Sheriff from OG&E presented information 
on OG&E’s wind power efforts and the impact of these efforts on consumer power costs. A Question and An-
swer period followed. One professional development hour was offered for this technical session. Technical 
Session attendance was 75. 
 
Lunch was served at 12:00. President Harry Rountree called the meeting to order at 12:15 PM and welcomed 
attendees. Bert Akins gave the invocation. Todd Lewis welcomed the guests. 
 
A motion to accept the minutes from the December 13, 2006 Chapter meeting was made, seconded, voted on 
and adopted. 
 
Don Carter provided an update on the bus trip down to the AHR Expo in Dallas at the end of the month. The 
57 passenger bus has two spots left; contact Don to reserve one of the spaces. For those that have registered, 
the $50 fee is due to Don. Parking for the trip will be in the parking lot of the Lloyd Noble Center. 
 
John Harrod presented an update on the CRC to be held April 12, 13, and 14 in Oklahoma City. Social activi-
ties and technical sessions are planned, and spouses’ activities are being organized. All members are encour-
aged to reserve these days for CRC participation and to sign up early. 
 
Tino Mendez provided an update on membership and encouraged the guests in attendance to consider mem-
bership. He also encouraged all members to become active in recruiting young engineers to strengthen the fu-
ture of ASHRAE. 
 
President Rountree opened up nominations from the floor for members of the nominating committee for next 
year’s officers. No written agreement to serve if elected (a requirement from “floor” nominees) was presented 
and no nominations were received. 
 
Michael Sheriff from OG&E presented the main program, a summary of OG&E’s Centennial Wind Power 
project. Centennial is an OG&E-owned, 120 MW wind farm just north of Woodward. It is expected to be 
completed in the next month. Mr. Sheriff provided an overview of the construction and insight into the chal-
lenges faced. A Question and Answer period followed. 
 
President Rountree adjourned the meeting at 1:10 p.m. The next Chapter meeting will be February 14, 2007 at 
the Centre, 4325 NW 50th, Oklahoma City. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Todd C. Lewis 
Secretary 
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Central Oklahoma Chapter - ASHRAE 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 
 

ASHRAE Central Oklahoma teamed up with ASCE, AEE, IEEE, OSPE and SAME to organize the 
2007 “Future City Contest”. Three years ago, central Oklahoma introduced the best indoor air envi-
ronment special award for the competition and is proud to carry on the tradition. Due to the ice storm, 
the Oklahoma Regional Future City Competition is being moved from January 20 to Thursday, Janu-
ary 25. It is at the Oklahoma Christian University in the Gaylord Center and registration starts at 1:30 
pm. The event starts at 2.00 pm and last till 8.00 pm. We need volunteers to be judges and would need 
to arrive at OCU by 2 p.m. If you would like to participate please contact Student Activity chairman 
ASAP. Winning team will go to Washington DC to compete in the national Future City contest. ASH-
RAE Central Oklahoma chapter student activity chairman will accompany them with Todd Heimer 
(regional organizer) to Washington DC for the national event. For more information visit 
www.futurecity.org 
 
The mission of “MATHCOUNTS” is to increase enthusiasm for and enhance achievement in middle 
school mathematics throughout the United States.  MATHCOUNTS is providing today’s students 
with the foundation for success in science, technology, engineering or mathematics careers. 
”MATHCOUNTS” involves math competition among junior high students competing, individually, 
as well as, school teams. Graders and room monitors are still needed for this event, to be held Satur-
day, February 3, at Oklahoma City Community College. If you would like to volunteer, please contact 
student activity chairman. For more information visit www.mathcounts.org. 
 
During week of February 19-23; “Engineer for a Day” where middle and high school student in local 
area spend one day in the workplace with an engineer to observe and ask questions. Volunteers are 
needed to bring students into their workplace one day during E-Week and then attend the Joint Engi-
neering Banquet with them Thursday night, February 22. Students are matched with their engineering 
sponsor by area of discipline. Please contact student activity chairman for more information. 
 
During week of February 19-23; ASHRAE student activity committee will be visiting middle and 
high schools to promote math, science and engineering. It has been a tradition in our chapter and we 
would encourage BOG and chapter members to volunteer for this activity. 
 
February 22: Joint Engineering Banquet at Gaylord University Center at Oklahoma Christian Univer-
sity, 2501 E. Memorial; 6:30 p.m. social, 7 p.m. dinner. Contact Sheri Boeckman for reservations at 
528-1435 or sheri@ospe.org. Tickets are $15. The guest speaker is Bill Khourie, Executive Director 
of the Oklahoma Space Port Authority. Mr. Khourie will share his thoughts on Oklahoma Space Port. 
 
OU and OSU student chapter members and central Oklahoma chapter members will be attending 
ASHRAE EXPO in Dallas. Special thanks to Don Carter for organizing the tour. Central Oklahoma 
chapter would like to thank TOWER TECT for sponsoring five members for the Expo tour. 
 

 
 
 
Aruna Abhayagoonawardhana 
President Elect & Student Activity Chairman 
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Central Oklahoma Chapter - ASHRAE 
PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
 
 

 

We have passed the half way point in the program year.  Four Technical Sessions and four 
meeting programs have been presented and four of each remain to complete the Chapter year.  
Through the work of all of the members of the Program Committee I feel we have had very 
good presentations this year and your response on the evaluation forms seems to reflect this.  I 
believe you will find the remaining programs as interesting as those already presented. 
 
In order to continue to provide programs that are of interest input from the membership is very 
helpful.  The program committee will start soon to line up programs for next year.  The com-
plete agenda with speakers must be final in September in order to publish it in the Roster.  
Most of our programs come from two sources, either we identify a topic of interest then locate 
a speaker that can present it or we locate a speaker that is willing to make a presentation and 
select a subject he can speak about. 
 
We request your input to begin formatting a program list for next year.  Please send any sug-
gestions for topics of interest or speakers you know of  that can present a topic of interest to 
me or any other member of this year’s program committee. 
 
The earlier we identify a topic or speaker the better chance we have of incorporating them in a 
program for next year. 
 
This is your chapter.  Please assist us in making the meeting and technical programs of interest 
to you. 
 
Glen R Boyd 
Program Committee Chairman 
CTTC Chairman 
e-mail:  glen.boyd@mail.ashrae.org 
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2007 Region VIII Chapter Regional Conference 
Technical Sessions Schedule 

 
 
 
 
Friday, April 13 th, 2007 

 

Technical Session #1  1:30 pm until 3:00 pm (Cox Center Ballroom B) 

Designing For Dehumidification And Mold Avoidance  by Nicholas Des Champs, PhD with Des Champs 

Technologies 

 

Technical Session #2  3:15 pm until 4:45 pm (Cox Center Ballroom B) 

Lessons Learned For Hurricane Recovery by Holly Bailey PE with Building Environment Consultants 

 

 

Saturday, April 14 th, 2007 

 

Technical Session #3  8:30 am until 10:00 am (Cox Center Ballroom B) 

ASHRAE Advanced Energy Design Guides Best Practices  by Ron Jarnagin with Pacific Northwest National 

Labs  
 

Technical Session #4  10:15 am until 11:45 pm (Cox Center Ballroom B) 

 Underfloor Air Distribution Do’s & Don’ts  by Jerry Sipes PhD with Price Industries 

 

 

 

American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air- Conditioning Engineers, Inc. 
    

A N  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  O R G A N I Z A T I O N  
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OFFICERS 
 
President Harry Rountree 949-1609 
Vice President Aruna 323-3813 
Secretary Todd Lewis 272-0388 
Treasurer Michael Albertson 440-2924 
 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 
Brad Ezell 478-5353 
Mark Furgason 948-1794 
Jason Keyes 948-3334  
Tom Determan 947-6626 
Grant Flurry 239-7320   
Jim Stengle 553-3680 

The Sou’Wester is published monthly by the Central Oklahoma Chapter 
of ASHRAE. Statements made in this publication are not expressions of 
the Society or of the chapter and may not be reproduced without special 
permission from the chapter. 

Central Oklahoma Chapter 
PO Box 18269 
Oklahoma City, OK 73154 

Technology for a Better Environment 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
Attendance Jenny Haltom 528-7266 
Government Affairs Dean Myers 848-3683 
Historian Bob Vermillion 843-9788 
Membership Tino Mendez 478-5353     
Devotional Bert Akins 947-6664 
Refrigeration Bob Carson 632-6664 
Research Promotion Bob Vermillion  843-9788 
Roster Richard Marsh  737-3488 
Student Activities Aruna                                 734-2869 
Scholarship Bill Ferguson  528-7266 
Publicity Morris Lovett  553-3224 
Sou’Wester Alejandro Garcia  478-5353 
Special Events Joe Sanders 947-6502 
Webmaster Brian Determan 947-6626 
Technology Transfer Glen Boyd 848-3335 
Reception Jim Wolfe 842-3373 
CRC Delegate Jim Irwin 553-4904 
CRC Alternate Shaun Sexton 236-2030 

Are you on our email list? 
Comments?, Suggestions? 
Articles? 
alejandro.garcia@benham.com 
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